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PREADMISSION STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION TEACHING: A TEAM
APROACH
Scherer, T.M., Wheeler, A. Christiana Care Health System, Newark,
DE.
The Hematology Care Coordination team addresses the educa-
tional and psychosocial needs of transplantation patients in a mul-
tidisciplinary fashion. Central to this formal education plan is the
unique partnership of the Oncology-Certiﬁed RN Hematology
Care Coordinator and Social Worker who assess these needs
throughout the continuum of care. The process centers around a
patient/caregiver educational meeting, at which time a comprehen-
sive participative needs assessment is completed, goals are devel-
oped, and interventions are initiated.
Due to the complexity of the transplantation process, adequate
patient and caregiver education is crucial. The Care Coordination
team recognized that our current process lacked multidisciplinary
coordination. Our purpose was to develop a coordinated assess-
ment process to identify immediate and future educational and
psychosocial needs and to develop an educational plan that fosters
patient/caregiver empowerment. It was anticipated by our team
that this educational program would result in a better understand-
ing and compliance with team recommendations.
It was identiﬁed that earlier referrals to the Care Coordination
team were necessary. The weekly multidisciplinary bone marrow
transplantation meeting now serves as the initial referral to the
Care Coordination team. The treatment plan is completed col-
laboratively by the transplantation team. This plan provides initial
insight into the educational and psychosocial needs of the patient/
caregiver.
Before the patient/caregiver meeting, an educational binder is
individualized based on transplantation type. This binder guides
the format and content of the meeting. A needs assessment to
investigate knowledge, ﬁnancial, and psychosocial issues of the
patient/caregiver is performed, and an exclusive teaching plan is
immediately initiated. After the meeting, referrals are made to
ancillary support services for continued assessment and education.
We have found that our up-front assessment and screening fol-
lowed by individual instruction have contributed to a more suc-
cessful learning experience. Our patients have verbalized a marked
decrease in anxiety and increase in knowledge, which has facilitated
a better compliance with the treatment plan. The physicians con-
cur based on assessment of anxiety, knowledge, and understanding
on signing the informed consent. This project stresses the impor-
tance of the nurse’s role in patient education, which can be dupli-
cated in various practice settings.
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COMBINED HOME ENZYME REPLACEMENT THERAPY AND UNRELATED
CORD BLOOD TRANSPLANTATION FOR HURLER’S SYNDROME (MPSI)
IN A PEDIATRIC HSCT CENTER
Rodriguez, M.1, Khimji, I.2, Rhodd, S.2, Lapage, C.2, Zalesky, L.3,
Jimenez, P.3, Barbouth, D.1, Elsas, L.1, Kleiner, G.1 1/ University of
Miami School of Medicine, Miami, FL; 2Jackson Memorial Hospital,
Miami, FL; 3Accredo Therapeutics, Fort Lauderdale, FL.
Hurler’s syndrome is caused by mutations in the alpha iduroni-
dase gene and results in progressive deterioration of the central
nervous system. Allogeneic bone marrow transplantation before
age 2 years halts disease progression and prolongs life. Enzyme
replacement therapy (ERT) reduces lysosomal storage of mucopo-
lysaccharides in the liver and ameliorates extracranial manifesta-
tions of the disease. In most instances, ERT is done in a day-
hospital setting. Because enzyme replacement therapy can mitigate
airway and pulmonary manifestation of MPS I, we hypothesized
that ERT in the peritransplantation period (pre-HSCT and im-
mediately post-HSCT) would decrease transplantation-related
complications.
We performed combined ERT and HSCT in a 12-month-old
boy with MPSI. The patient received his ﬁrst dose of Aldurazyme
at age 5 months, shortly after MPSI diagnosis. He had received 16
infusions before referral to our center. Throughout his pretrans-
plantation workup, the patient received ERT at the local Trans-
plantation House by a visiting nurse. There were no infusion-
related toxicities. The patient received a 5/6 unrelated cord blood
unit and engrafted on day 12. Hyperacute GVHD was treated
successfully with high-dose methylprednisolone pulse. After en-
graftment, the child received 8 additional doses of Aldurazyme.
Four initial infusions were performed in the pediatric bone marrow
transplantation unit following in-service by pediatric BMT nurse
and pediatric BMT pharmacist. The remainder of his 4 infusions
were performed at the local Transplantation House.
We conclude that in this ﬁrst case of combined outpatient ERT
infusion with HSCT, pretransplantation and posttransplantation
ERT does not interfere with engraftment. Further studies are
needed to determine whether progressive neurodegeneration is
altered.
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THE NURSING SHORTAGE: THE DUKE PEDIATRIC STEM CELL TRAN-
PLANT PROGRAM NURSING RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION PRO-
GRAM
Frey, M.A., Talbert, G. Duke University Pediatric Stem Cell Trans-
plant Program, Durham, NC.
Health care organizations are in the midst of a severe and pro-
found nursing shortage that is expected to intensify as “baby
boomers” age and the need for health care grows. Nursing pro-
grams across the country are struggling to expand enrollment
levels to meet the rising demand for nursing care. According to the
latest projections from the U.S. Department of Labor Statistics
published in the February 2004 Monthly Labor Review, more than 1
million new and replacement nurses will be needed by 2012. For
the ﬁrst time, the U.S. Department of Labor has identiﬁed regis-
tered nursing as the top occupation in terms of job growth through
the year 2012. The need for registered nurses has dramatically and
negatively impacted patient care. According to a study published in
the Journal of the American Medical Association in October 2002,
nurses reported greater job dissatisfaction and emotional exhaus-
tion when they were responsible for more patients than they can
safely care for. Lead researcher Dr. Linda Aiken concluded that
“failure to retain nurses contributes to avoidable patient deaths.”
Another published study by Dr. Aiken (Health Affairs, May/June
2001) concluded that  40% of nurses working in hospitals re-
ported being dissatisﬁed with their jobs. The study also concluded
that 1 of every 3 hospital nurses under age 30 are planning to leave
their current job within the next year.
The purpose of this abstract is to describe the Duke Pediatric
Stem Cell Transplant Program’s Nursing and Retention Program.
This program was developed in 1998 in an effort to recruit and
retain top talent in a unit that had historically sustained chronic
nursing vacany rates  30%. Before the inception of this program,
the pediatric inpatient unit had to close beds due to the shortage of
qualiﬁed nurses. Since the implementation of this plan, there is
now a waiting list of qualiﬁed applicants. The plan involves a fully
developed shared governance model, staff involvement in decision
making on the unit, and dedicated funding for retention opportu-
nities that support the inpatient nursing staff.
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HERPES SIMPLEX VIRUS IN THE PEDIATRIC BONE MARROW AND STEM
CELL TRANSPLANTATION PATIENT
Blackstock, J.L., Parikh, S.H., Talbert, J.G. Pediatric Bone Marrow/
Stem Cell Transplant, Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC.
Herpes simplex is a viral infection that usually produces small,
temporary irritating, and sometimes painful ﬂuid-ﬁlled blisters on
the skin and mucous membranes. Primary herpes simplex virus
(HSV) infection usually occurs in early childhood, after which time
the virus becomes latent. Reactivation is more likely to occur
during periods of immunosuppression. Bone marrow and stem cell
transplantation recipients’ host immune systems are ablated before
transplantation, and thus every aspect of the immune system is
deﬁcient. HSV infection can be devastating when it occurs in
immunocompromised patients. Herpes simplex in patients with
compromised immune systems can cause serious, perhaps life-
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